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Britain's talking CCTV cameras are to issue their first 
apology for embarrassing a blameless passerby on the day 
the government announces plans to extend the anti-
vandalism scheme to 20 town centres. 

Marie Brewster, 26, a young mother, appeared on TV news 
reports after a camera operator mistakenly thought she had 
dropped litter and boomed out a reprimand from the control 
centre in Middlesbrough. 

Ms Brewster said yesterday: "We were in the town centre 
and I'd got some chips at McDonald's for my daughter Ellie, 
but they were hot so I tipped them into a box and crumpled 
the packet up." 

"I put it on the bottom of Ellie's pram to take home but then 
heard this voice say: 'Please place the rubbish in the bin 
provided'." 

She said she had no idea the incident had appeared on TV 

http://www.guardian.co.uk/crime/article/0,,2055056,00.html (1 of 3)13/04/2007 07:06:12

javascript:URLStack_push(document.location);location.href='/Users/signin/0,,-1,00.html'
javascript:URLStack_push(document.location);location.href='/Users/register/1,,-1,00.html'
http://www.guardian.co.uk/0,,,00.html
http://ads.guardian.co.uk/click.ng/Params.richmedia=yes&location=top&spacedesc=banner&site=Guardian&section=104770&country=gbr&rand=2005103
http://ads.guardian.co.uk/click.ng/Params.richmedia=yes&location=top&spacedesc=banner&site=Guardian&section=104770&country=gbr&rand=2005103
http://www.guardian.co.uk/guardian/todays_stories/0,,,00.html
http://jobs.guardian.co.uk/
http://www.guardian.co.uk/
http://www.guardian.co.uk/Documentaries
http://www.guardian.co.uk/
http://www.guardian.co.uk/uklatest/
http://www.guardian.co.uk/business/
http://www.guardian.co.uk/audio/
http://www.guardian.co.uk/podcasts
http://www.guardian.co.uk/thewrap/
http://blogs.guardian.co.uk/news/
http://www.guardian.co.uk/talk/
http://www.guardian.co.uk/Archive/
http://www.guardian.co.uk/guardian/
http://www.guardian.co.uk/worldlatest/
http://www.guardian.co.uk/worldnewsguide/
http://www.guardian.co.uk/arts/
http://www.guardian.co.uk/Documentaries/
http://www.guardian.co.uk/columnists/
http://www.guardian.co.uk/technology/
http://www.guardian.co.uk/Guardian/gu_contacts/0,5816,180766,00.html
http://www.guardian.co.uk/quiz/
http://www.guardian.co.uk/crime/0,,339240,00.html
http://www.guardian.co.uk/crime/0,,339240,00.html
http://www.guardian.co.uk/crime/archive/0,,339241,00.html
http://www.guardian.co.uk/crime/article/0,,2056328,00.html
http://www.guardian.co.uk/crime/article/0,,2056328,00.html
http://www.guardian.co.uk/crime/article/0,,2056409,00.html
http://www.guardian.co.uk/crime/article/0,,2056409,00.html
http://www.guardian.co.uk/crime/article/0,,2056409,00.html
http://www.guardian.co.uk/


Talking CCTV cameras accuse wrong person | Special reports | Guardian Unlimited

Sex assault on asylum-
seeking mother and baby 
 
Blair blames spate of 
murders on black culture 
 
Unwelcome cough gains 
quiz show cheat an 
assault conviction 
 
Talking CCTV cameras 
accuse wrong person 
 
An anonymous juror 
offers his unique insight 
into a rape trial 
 
23 arrested in Rastafarian 
temple raid 
 
Man who killed son is 
found dead in cell 
 
Home Office disowns 
plan for UK version of 
Megan's Law 
 
Two appear in court over 
fatal dog attack 
 
Home Office to test 
version of Megan's Law in 
UK 
 
Fourth teenager arrested 
over murder of 14-year-
old boy 
 
Murder charge father 
found dead in 'suicide' 
 
Murdered boy was 
stabbed last year 
 

until her mother-in-law phoned. 

"I still think the cameras are a good idea, but I have to say 
when you haven't done anything wrong it's annoying to 
appear like this." 

Middlesbrough council, which has had inquiries from 
across Europe and the US about the "bossy cameras", said 
the incident would be investigated. Four council staff 
operate nine talking cameras out of 150 which keep an eye 
on the town. There are an estimated 4.2m CCTV cameras 
in Britain. 

Barry Coppinger, Middlesbrough's executive member for 
community safety, said: "I'm sorry if there has been a 
misunderstanding and I'll be writing to Ms Brewster to 
apologise." 

The council's system has so impressed the Home Office 
that last week, the home secretary, John Reid, said it 
would be extended to Derby, Norwich, Southwark in 
London and other towns, at a cost of £500,000.
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